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REMINDERS
 The cost for a vase of flowers is $18.00 and the cost to be a bulletin sponsor
is $8.00. Payment may be given to Jane Warmkessel or put the money in
one of the flower/bulletin envelopes found in the back of the church and
place in the offering plate.
 Any checks written out for the offering, altar flowers, or bulletins should be
made payable to Zion’s Union Church Maxatawny.
 Any checks for the cemetery should be made out to Maxatawny Zion
Cemetery Company, Inc. not to the church.
 We have DVDs of the worship services available for use at home. Contact
the church office if you would like to borrow one.
 Don’t forget to let the church office know if you have been admitted to the
hospital. The hospitals DO NOT notify the church if members have been
hospitalized.
 Zion’s Union Church Maxatawny’s website is www.zionsunion.org. Check
out our new website.
 Zion’s has a prayer chain. If you would like to add a name to the Prayer
Chain call Marion Angstadt at 610-683-3918.
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THE PASTOR’S PAGE
Recently, on the Sunday called The Baptism of
Our Lord, we heard the famous story of Jesus’ baptism
by John the Baptist in the Jordan River, and we all had
the opportunity to remember our own baptisms,
reaffirm our baptismal promises, and recommit
ourselves to the ministry of Christ and his church.
In our gospel reading that day, we heard John tell the crowds who had
come to him to be baptized, “I baptize you with water, but one who is more
powerful than I is coming . . . He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire.”
We who have been baptized in Christ can lay claim to the greatest
power in the universe—the power of the Holy Spirit. We were given that
power at our baptism. Just before his ascension to heaven, Jesus promised to
give this power to his disciples: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
But you might ask, if we are given such great power when we are
baptized, why do Christians so often come across like 98-pound weaklings on
the beach? Perhaps it is because so few of us have learned how to tap into the
power of the Holy Spirit and unleash it in our lives.
In order to let the power of the Holy Spirit work in our lives, we need
to exercise that power. Like body builders who do power lifting, we need to
practice “power living.” Just as serious athletes commit a portion of time every
day to toning their muscles and increasing their endurance, Spirit-powered
Christians need to get into a daily regimen to keep the power of the Holy Spirit
flowing in our lives. We need to get “pumped up” with the power of the Holy
Spirit. To paraphrase those Arnold Schwarzenegger imitators, Hans and Franz
from Saturday Night Live, God wants to “pump you up.”
So, I would like to offer you a three-step spiritual exercise that will
bring forth the latent power of the Holy Spirit that was given to all of us at our
baptism, but which too often lies dormant and unused. Here are three simple
exercises you can do every day to pump yourself up with the power of the Holy
Spirit:
1) Practice daily alignment with God. Just getting together with God for
one hour on a Sunday morning isn’t enough. Spirit-powered living requires
that we systematically turn to God every day. The more we practice being
with God in prayer and the more we intentionally seek to encounter God in
every moment, the more we will begin to recognize that Gods’ power does
indeed surround us and sustain us every moment of every day. If an athlete
doesn’t work out regularly, his or her muscles soon get flabby. And the
same is true of our spiritual muscles.
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2) Practice daily self-reflection. Athletes know that isometric exercises—
those that push our muscles against each other—are the exercises that build
tremendous strength as well as tremendous elasticity and flexibility. For
Christians, Spirit-powered living turns the power of the Holy Spirit inward
as well as outward, creating deep reserves of energy and limitless peace
within us. What we need to do in practicing daily self-reflection is look
inward at ourselves to scrutinize the motives and intentions behind all our
words and deeds. The more we practice daily self-reflection, the more the
power of the Holy Spirit will inform and influence our every action.
3) Daily embodiment. Daily embodiment is Spirit-powered living put into
action. The Spirit that God gave us at our baptism can’t be selfishly kept to
ourselves. This power needs to be let loose in the world in order to have its
greatest and most beneficial effect. The real power and strength of the
Holy Spirit can only be activated through regular service to others.
A daily regimen of these three spiritual exercises—spending daily time
with God, engaging in daily self-reflection, and daily embodiment of our
faith—will turn the dormant power of the Holy Spirit into true super-power in
our lives. If we faithfully do these three exercises we will discover the latent
“super-powers” that were given to us by God at our baptism. We will have the
power to think more clearly, feel more deeply, speak more truthfully, love more
extravagantly, serve more creatively, give more lavishly, and live more fully.
Like mild-mannered Clark Kent who is secretly Superman, Christians
have a secret super-power as well—the power of the Holy Spirit. But let’s not
keep that power a secret. Let’s get spiritually “pumped up” and openly and
forcefully use the Spirit’s power every day.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers are needed to do the Children’s Messages. A sign-up sheet is on the
upstairs bulletin board. Please sign your name and include your email address
so the scriptures for that Sunday can be sent to you. Thank you.

MATCHING FUNDS
The church is in the process of finishing the rooms in the basement. WELCA
has contributed $20,000 to this project and we are looking for matching funds
to finish the project. Any contributions should be given to Sharon Leiby.
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BLOOD DRIVE
The Blood Mobile will be at Zion’s on February 2nd from 3:30
P.M. to 7:00 P.M. A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board on
the second floor by the stairs. You can also sign up online at
giveapint.org (Group ID: 3303).
Save the dates for the rest of the year:

May 3, 2016
August 9, 2016
November 1, 2016

INGATHERING
On the first Sunday of each month the Mission Outreach
Committee will continue to collect items to fill backpacks
with food staples for needy children and their families in the
Kutztown, Brandywine, and Fleetwood School Districts.
Please participate by dropping off non-perishable items from
the list below in the container provided in the Gathering Area.
single serve size macaroni and cheese peanut butter
canned pasta
single serve size applesauce
canned tuna
canned soup
fruit cups
granola bars
fruit snacks

EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY
The Eucharistic Ministry Team will make their visits after the
February 7th Communion Service. If you know of anyone who
is temporarily unable to come to the service for communion and
would like a visit from one of our Eucharistic ministers, please
notify Richard Haas at 610-683-3910 as soon as possible.

CHOIR NEWS
The Children’s Choir will rehearse February 7th and February 21st at
8:45 A.M.
The Junior Choir will rehearse February 14th and February 28th at
8:35 A.M.
The Senior Choir will rehearse Thursday, February 3rd at 7:00 P.M.,
Wednesday, February 10th after the service, and Thursdays, February 17th
and February 24th at 7:00 P.M.
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ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP
February 10th, 7:30 P.M.
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent with ash on
our foreheads. This cross echoes our baptismal anointing,
when we were buried with Christ. The ash is a chilling
reminder of our mortality, but because our death is now in Christ, our endings
are beginnings. The Lenten disciplines of acts of kindness, prayer, and fasting
are tools of discipleship that can lead us to renewal as we bury all that is
holding us back from being truly alive. (reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright Augsburg/Fortress, 2003)\

RELAY FOR LIFE BRUNCH
Zion’s Relay for Life Team will hold brunches immediately after the
worship service on February 14th and April 10th to raise funds for
this year’s event. Donations are $7.00 for adults, $4.00 for
children ages 6-12, and children under age 6 eat free. Join us for
breakfast items, lunch items, and yummy desserts! Everyone is welcome.

SOUP SUPPERS AND LENTEN SERVICES
We will be having soup suppers prior to the Mid-Week Lenten
Worship beginning Wednesday, February 17th. The soup
suppers will begin at 6:30 P.M. The worship service will begin
at 7:30 P.M. If you would like to make a pot of soup for one or more of our
soup suppers, a sign-up sheet is posted on the second floor bulletin board.

SCRABBLE
Scrabble will meet the third Monday of the month from 1:00 to 3:00 P.M. for
anyone who enjoys the game. Members of the congregation and friends are
welcome.

ANNUAL REPORTS
The 2015 Annual Reports should be available the end of February. If
you are unable to get to the church to pick one up, please call the
church office and one can be mailed to you.
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SENIOR FELLOWSHIP GROUP
The Senior Fellowship Group will meet February 22nd and
March 28th at 12 noon. Persons attending should bring a bag
lunch. Dessert and beverages will be provided. Games will
provide entertainment for the afternoon. Guests are welcome.

WOMEN IN ZION’S
(All women and men are invited to attend any or all of these gatherings.)
February 8
February 20
March 14

Meeting at 1:30 P.M.
Women’s Retreat, 9:00
A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
Bible study at 1:30 P.M.

WOMEN’S RETREAT
The Women in Zion’s are having a Women’s Retreat on February 20th
(snow date February 27th) from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. here at the church. The
topic is Angels and Grace led by Rev. Lori Esslinger. Cost is $10 per person.
Breakfast and a light lunch will be provided. A sign-up sheet is on the upstairs
bulletin board. See Peggy Morgan for more information.
What to bring to a women’s retreat: your own drink mug, slippers to be
comfortable, blankets, pillows, etc. Bring your favorite Bible, an open mind,
and willingness to share and participate in a day of renewal, rest, and rededication of ourselves to God. We’ll do some Bible study, take some time for
rest/walks/crafts/discussions, and play games, sing, and relax.

PRAYER SHAWL
Comforting wraps are still available to all who are in need. Please
alert the church office or talk to Loretta Flicker or Karen Howard if
you or someone you know would benefit from this ministry.

ZION’S MEN’S GROUP
The next Men’s Group meetings will be held February 2nd
and March 1st at 7:00 P.M. at Ron’s house.
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YOUTH GROUP NEWS
Youth in grades 5 through high school are welcome to join.
Activity Schedule:
February 7
February 21
February 28
March 6
March 20
March 26

Youth Sunday.
Classic/Antique Car restoration
Tour – Fleetwood, 1:30 P.M.
Clue Musical – Dutch Apple
Dinner Theater – (9th and up), TBA
Square dance/covered dish after the church service.
Stuff Easter eggs, discussion, games, 1:30 P.M.
Easter Egg hunt at 1:00 P.M. Youth be a church at
12:15 P.M.

Offering Schedule:
February 7
Adam Noll and Katelyn DeLong
February 14
Sydney Sheetz and Jacob Heffner
February 21
Dane Fegely and Ivan Fegely
February 28
Trevor Gilfert and Nick Perella
March 6
Kelly Leiby and Johnathan Korutz
March 13
Emily Bortz and Connor O’Neil
March 20
Elizabeth Schell and Ashley Bleiler
March 27 (6:00 AM) Volunteers Needed
March 27 (10:15 AM) Hannah Krause and Christopher Blanchard

ZUMBA CLASSES
Zumba classes are Sunday evenings at 6:00 P.M. This is a combined class until
the 7:15 P.M. teacher can return from her surgery. Please watch the bulletins
for more information. Zumba classes will also be held Wednesday mornings at
11:00 A.M. Wear clothes you can move in, sneakers, bring a towel, and water,
and lots of energy! The goal is to have fun and be more active.

GAME NIGHT
“Is it live or is it _______________?” Are you good at remembering
advertising from the past or would you just like to be a part of a night of trivia
fun? Plan on joining the Adult Fellowship group for Game Night on February
6th. We will be jogging our minds to recall those “blast from the past” familiar
catch phrases. The night begins at 5:30 P.M. with a potluck.
The sign up sheet is on the upstairs bulletin board. Please see Peggy
Morgan if you are willing to be part of a contestant team.
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OPPORTUNITY HOUSE
The Mission Outreach Committee will serve the evening meal at Opportunity
House on March 10th. Volunteers are needed to prepare and serve the meal. A
sign-up sheet will be on the bulletin board on the second floor. Questions can
be directed to Cindy O'Neil.

CEMETERY CLEAN UP
The Cemetery Board at Zion’s Union
Church Maxatawny will be cleaning the
cemetery the 3rd Saturday of March (March
19th). ALL flower arrangements must be
removed by the 3rd Saturday of March. The
only exceptions will be the arrangements
attached to the top of the tombstones.

SEEDERS AND SOW ON – BUS TRIP
The Seeders and Sow On group is sponsoring a bus trip to Longwood Gardens
on Wednesday, April 20, 2016. The landscape there will be BURSTING with
colors as vibrant tulips, daffodils, wisteria, and flowering trees herald spring’s
blessed arrival. The beauty is absolutely inspiring and breathtaking. A
chartered bus will depart Zion’s parking lot at 9:00 A.M., and departure from
Longwood will be at 3:30 P.M. The cost per ticket for admission and bus
transportation is $46. You are welcome to bring a bagged lunch or eat in
Longwood’s cafeteria (their mushroom soup is renowned!). Please plan to join
us for this fun day celebrating God’s goodness. It is a rain or shine event, and
tickets are non-refundable. Contact Lisa Krause
(lkrausewbpt@gmail.com/610.488.0289) or Sherie Mohn
(smohn@ptd.net/610.683.8391) for tickets.

PROPERTY COMMITTEE ANNOUNCEMENT
The Property Committee is looking for anyone who has a talent in repairs such
as plumbing, electrical, or other areas who would not mind helping with repair
problems at the church. The Committee is also looking for individuals who
would like to join the committee. Please see Randy Noll if interested.
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Congregational meeting was held December 13, 2015 after service. Called to
order at 11:35 A.M. by Steve O’Neil, Church Board President. Eighty three
voting members in attendance.
Budget presented to members by Ben Haas.
Finance committee forecasted the 2016 budget as presented recognizing
that many variables are present such as heating, electricity, etc. Discussion
regarding concerns of the monies being transferred to cover deficits in
operating costs. Acknowledged that there has been a negative balance but the
investments over the past five years have performed very well and able to meet
this need. The investments have gained nearly $160,000 in interest over the
five periods after the transfers. Motion made to accept the budget as presented
by Dale Grim. Motion seconded by John Perella. Motion passed unanimously
by congregation.
Updates to Safe Kids Policy presented by Lisa Bartera.
Updates to original policy that was passed in 2009. Changes include
screening clearances (ChildLine, PATCH, and FBI) now to be required for the
volunteer staff such as vacation bible school teachers, Sunday school teachers,
and youth group leaders. Screening to be conducted every three years rather
than five in previous policy. Motion to accept the proposed changes made by
Traci Gehringer, seconded by Ray Wiltrout. Motion passed unanimously.
Merger plan presented by Greg Haas.
The merger of the two corporations (Lutheran and UCC corporations) into
one Zion’s Union corporation. Motion to accept the merger plan as presented
made by Dottie Moyer. Seconded by Dale Grim. Motion passed unanimously.
Election of new church board members.
Board members completing their terms (Elaine Silliman, Karen Howard,
Ellie Merkel & Jackie Ziegler) were thanked for their service. Church Board
Members seeking election presented, John Perella, LaRee Fegely, Peggy
Morgan, Enos Bleiler. No additional members nominated. Motion to close
nominations and vote as a single vote made by Dottie Moyer. Seconded by
Dale Grim. Motion passed unanimously. Motion to accept the board members
as presented made by Carl Flicker. Seconded by Loretta Flicker. Motion
passed unanimously
Adjournment of Congregational Meeting.
Motion made by Randy Warmkessel and seconded by Tara
Berger. Motion passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 11:55 A.M.
9

MYSTERY YOUTH
Yes, the mystery young member in January was Lauren Wiltrout,
daughter of Ray and Sheryl Wiltrout, and fiancé of Seth Winder. It is
always a pleasure to see Lauren’s smiling face when they are able to be in
church.
This month the mystery person will speak for herself:
“Hi all at Zion’s,
I am currently a sophomore at college where I am working on a double major of
Speech Pathology and Spanish, but my real challenge is working in the Writing
Center on campus. I help freshman to graduate students improve their writing.
I am also a non-showing member of the college’s equestrian team. I love
horses! In my spare time I tend to my orchid collection and enjoy outdoor
adventure. I have gone white water rafting in West Virginia, ridden horses
through the Redwood Forest, hiked in the Canadian Rockies, and zip-lined in
Costa Rica with my brother and parents. I enjoy playing musical instruments
and you may have seen me play in church. Who am I?”
It is always amazing to learn new facts about each person even though we
thought we knew them well!

INCLEMENT WEATHER
Where to watch/listen for worship service/Sunday School/activities
cancellation in case of inclement weather: WFMZ (TV Channel
69) or www.wfmz.com (click on “storm center update”), WAEB
am 790 Allentown or www.waeb.com (click on “operation
snowflake”). The church office (610-683-7485) can also be called.
Information about meetings, Sunday School, and worship cancellation will be
on the voicemail message.

MEMBER UPDATES
610-442-8724

Nowotarski, Stephanie H.
732 E. 70th Ter, Kansas City, MO 64131-1321
484-637-8209
Stauffer, Irene E.
Keystone Villa at Fleetwood, 501 Hoch Rd., Apt. 209, Blandon, PA 19510
610-683-8023
Toth, Carol
49 S. Elm St., Apt. D, Kutztown, PA 19530
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RELAY FOR LIFE 2015, JUNE 3RD AND 4TH
AT KUTZTOWN UNIVERSITY
Relay for Life, sponsored by the American Cancer Society, is
about celebrating survivorship, remembering those we’ve
lost, and bringing awareness to our community. Held over a
twenty-four hour period, the Relay for Life involves teams of
10-15 people, asked to raise $100 each for the American
Cancer Society, who take turns walking, running, strolling
around the track. Relay for Life will begin on Friday, June 3rd, at 3:00 P.M.
Anyone interested in being a part of the team please see Sue Haas or Enos
Bleiler for a registration packet. Zion’s Union Church Maxatawny has been a
part of Kutztown’s Relay for Life since 1996. We hope you can join us as a
participant or just come out to cheer us on.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Vacation Bible School is fast approaching. It is scheduled for the
week of June 20th through June 24th. The closing program will be
June 26th. If you are interested in helping, please see Tara Berger.

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
The Personnel Committee is looking for two new members. Please contact Liz
Jones (484-788-8062) if you are interested on being on this committee.

REGISTER TAPES
Radcliffe's Super Value and Redner's Market provide a one percent rebate
to Zion's Union Church Maxatawny based on receipts submitted to them during
each year. Tapes for both Radcliffe's and Redner's may be deposited in the
boxes in the rear of the second floor of the church.
For the church to receive credit from Redner's Market, members and
friends must obtain a card from the courtesy desk to enroll in the "Save A
Tape Program". The card is presented at the register prior to checking
out for the rebate to be valid as indicated by the "Save A Tape" notation
on the receipt.
Radcliffe's does not require a card for Zion's members to enroll in the
program.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL YOUNG ADULT CLASS
The Youth Committee is looking into the possibility of starting a Sunday
School class for young adults (post high school through late 20’s). This has
been requested by several of our college age students. The first thing we would
need is a person or two willing to lead such a class or discussion group. If
anyone would be interested in doing this please see Pastor Jeff or Lisa Krause.

LOST AND FOUND
Did you know that Zion’s has a Lost and Found Cabinet? You can find it in the
Gathering Area. It is located behind the last cabinet door on the bottom before
you go out the door. Check it out sometime to see if those misplaced items of
yours have been placed in there.

DIAKON VOLUNTEER SERVICES (VSS)
Volunteers are needed for Diakon Volunteer Services. VSS provides older
adults services, such as grocery shopping, transportation to medical
appointments, banking, social security office, etc., that they may need to help
them remain independent in their homes. Contact Debbie Herb at 610-6821351 or 570-691-8874 or herbd@diakon.org if you are interested in
volunteering or stop by the church office for a volunteer registration form.

SIGN UP FOR EMAIL NEWSLETTERS
In an effort to save postage and paper we are giving the congregation the option
of receiving their Church Key through their email. Members not requesting this
option will still receive their paper copy through the mail. If you are interested
in receiving the Church Key by email and haven’t been getting this option
already, please fill out the tear off below and place it in the church offering
plate or mail it to the church office.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EMAIL NEWSLETTER
I would like to receive my newsletter via email.
Name __________________________________________________________
Email Address (please write legibly) ____________________________________________________
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FARM FAMILY APPRECIATION CELEBRATION
The Farm Family Appreciation Celebration at the
Hamburg Field House will be held March 19th.
This is a celebration to show appreciation for farm
families in Berks, Carbon, Monroe, Northampton,
and Schuylkill Counties, and the surrounding areas.
Doors open at 6:15 P.M. (but no earlier). Dinner
buffet is from 7:00 to 8:00 P.M. Square dance and music by “The Outlaws” is
from 8:00 to 11:00 P.M. Cost: farm families – free will donation at the door;
farm family supporters – $16.00 for adults, $9.00 for children 3-10, and
children 2 and under are free. This year we will have a “Sweet Sixteen”
Theme. Any questions, contact Lisa at 610-378-1327 or go to
www.godslove.org/calendar. A registration form is available online at
www.godslove.org/calendar. Deadline to register is March 4th.

THE KUTZTOWN KITCHEN
The third Sunday of the month from 4:00 to 6:00 P.M. a Community Meal is
held at Trinity Lutheran Church, 357 W. Main St., Kutztown. There is no cost.
All are invited. Parking is in the rear of the church on Sacony Alley.

QUIET DAYS
Quiet Days takes place February 2nd and March 1st from 9:30 A.M. to 1:00
P.M. at New Goshenhoppen UCC, 1070 Church Road, East Greenville. There
is no registration, but a minimum donation of $5.00 is requested. Bring a Bible,
journal, pen, and a bag lunch. For information contact Rev. Wanda Craner at
610-489-2056, ext. 303 or email her at craner@psec.org.

GET YOUR INFORMATION IN EARLY
In order to insure the success of various activities at the church it is
important that they are publicized in our bulletins and newsletter, weeks, or
even months ahead! Please get this information into the church office well in
advance.
These groups also need to notifiy Enos Bleiler about the various dates,
events, activities, and happenings at Zion’s so that he can check on the building
and know when to clean up certain areas.
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CARD SHOWERS
We are listing those couples married 50 years or more and
those people 70 years or older. No ages will be listed for the
birthdays. If we are missing anyone, please call the church
office with the information.
February 4
February 12
February 15
February 17
February 19
February 19
February 21
February 22
February 25
February 28
March 3
March 13
March 15
March 16
March 18
March 20
March 20
March 20
March 25
March 26
March 27
March 28
March 29

Irene Stauffer
Helen Noll
Margaret Stettler
William Bird
Ted Silliman
Carol Bauman
Betty Oswald
Wilfred Radcliffe
George Isamoyer
Janet Fegely
Anna Bortz
Guerin Nester
Arlene Oswald
Dorothy Zettlemoyer
Doris Dietrich
Robert & Gladys Leibold (62 wed)
Charles Mertz, Sr.
Ralph Noll, Sr.
Sarah (Millie) Christman
Marilyn Bird
Dorothy Moyer
John Mertz
Betty Dietrich

FROM THE RECORD BOOK
BAPTISM:

Logan Ray Berger, son of Ronald and Tara (Warmkessel)
Berger, was baptized January 17, 2016 by Rev. Jeffrey J. Butz.
Logan was born November 2, 2015.

OUR SYMPATHIES TO…
… the family of Aidan Fowler.
… the family of Dorothy Mathias.

… the family of John McCarthy.
… the family of Dennis Haas.
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MISSION STATEMENT
Energized by the Spirit! Humbled by Christ’s Grace! Working for God’s
glory!

UPCOMING HOLY COMMUNIONS
You are invited by Jesus Christ to this awesome feast of the Children of God.
February 7
Altar Holy Communion
February 10
Ash Wednesday Holy Communion
March 6
Pew Holy Communion
March 27 6 AM
Pew Holy Communion
March 27 10:15 AM Pew Holy Communion

MARCH NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The next issue of the newsletter will come out the beginning of March. If you
have any information to be included in the March newsletter, please have it in
the church office by February 15th.
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