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REMINDERS
 The cost for a vase of flowers is $18.00 and the cost to be a bulletin sponsor
is $8.00. Payment may be given to Jane Warmkessel or put the money in
one of the flower/bulletin envelopes found in the Gathering Area and place
in the offering plate.
 Any checks written out for the offering, altar flowers, or bulletins should be
made payable to Zion’s Union Church Maxatawny.
 Any checks for the cemetery should be made out to Maxatawny Zion
Cemetery Company, Inc. not to the church.
 We have DVDs of the worship services available for use at home. Contact
the church office if you would like to borrow one.
 Let the church office know if you have been admitted to the hospital. The
hospitals DO NOT notify the church if members have been hospitalized.
 Zion’s Union Church Maxatawny’s website is www.zionsunion.org. Check
out our new website.
 Zion’s has a prayer chain. If you would like to add a name to the Prayer
Chain call Marion Angstadt at 610-683-3918.
 Sports cleats are not allowed in the church.
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THE PASTOR’S PAGE
One of the great tragedies of modern times is
that our modern, scientific worldview has stolen
away the only hope we have in this world. Ever
since the rise of modern science, many of the world’s
leading scientists and philosophers have come to the
conclusion that belief in God and life after death is a
myth. Two of the greatest philosophers of the
twentieth century, Bertrand Russell and Friedrich
Nietzsche, took great pride in their atheism. So, it is interesting that a deep
gloom and despair pervade their writings. Nietzsche is legendary for the
miserable life he lived. Russell wrote a famous essay, ironically titled, “A Free
Man’s Worship.” In it he wrote: “Brief and powerless is Man’s life; on him
and all his race . . . slow, sure doom falls pitiless and dark . . . For Man,
condemned to lose his dearest, tomorrow himself to pass through the gate of
darkness, it remains only to cherish . . . the lofty thoughts that ennoble his little
day.” Such is the tone of even our noblest philosophy without the hope of
resurrection.
Perhaps it is the influence of modern doubt and skepticism that has
given rise to the widespread fear of death that is so prevalent today. People will
go to almost any lengths to hold off having to face the reality of death: Grecian
formula, hair weaves, face lifts, and tummy tucks are just a few of the things
Americans spend billions of dollars on each year in a vain attempt to deny the
aging process. And when our aging and our inevitable death can no longer be
denied, a few wealthy people have opted to have their bodies cryogenically
frozen in order to keep death at bay.
It’s quite ironic that while most people today want to live a long time,
few want to grow old. A well-known Lutheran preacher by the name of
Edmund Steimle once wryly noted that old age, as we know it today, did not
exist prior to this past century. Fifty years ago Pastor Steimle made this
observation: “When those now over 65 were born, the average person worked
about 70 hours a week and died at age 40. A person now works 40 hours a
week and has a life expectancy of 70.” Today, the average life expectancy in
the U.S. is 79, and it is no longer rare for people to live past 100.
In light of all this, what can Christianity say to those who, while living
longer and longer lives, must endure so much pain and suffering in their
“golden” years? As we grow old our health declines and we might have to live
our final days in a hospital or nursing home. And we see many of our dearest
friends and loved ones pass away before us. As we enter our last days, life may
begin to feel bleak, cold, and dreary.
But think about this. There is one thing that helps us to struggle
through each and every winter in life. And that is the promise of spring. When
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we’re digging out from a snowstorm, we like to remind ourselves, “Spring is
just around the corner!” What gets us through the cold, harsh winter is the
certainty that spring is coming; and with it, warmth, sunshine, and new life.
And what can get us through the often bleak winter of our lives is God’s
promise that a bright and glorious new life is just around the corner for us.
Sadly, modern science and atheism have stolen away this hope for
many people today. But we moderns are certainly not the first skeptics. St.
Paul wrote a letter to early Christians living in the city of Corinth who were
having a hard time believing in life after death. To address their doubt, Paul
points out the implications of Christ’s resurrection:
“If Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you
say there is no resurrection of the dead? . . . if Christ has not been
raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been
in vain . . . then those who have died in Christ have perished. If for this
life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be
pitied.” (1 Corinthians 15:12-18)
When you get right down to it, the single most important question we
all face in life is this: Is the hope of eternal life just a wishful fantasy, or is it a
genuine hope that we can cling to with all certainty? Paul addressed the doubts
of the Corinthians by pointing to what was for him an absolute fact: Christ’s
resurrection. Paul goes on to say:
“Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I
proclaimed to you . . . that Christ was raised on the third day . . . and
that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to
more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom
are still alive, though some have died. Then he appeared to James, then
to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared
also to me.” (1 Cor. 15: 1-6)
That is a huge number of eyewitnesses; but what is most significant for
Paul is not Christ’s Resurrection itself, but what its implications are for human
beings. In his letter to the Romans, Paul put it this way: “If we have been
united with Christ in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his” (Romans 6:5).
That is our Christian hope; our only hope in the face of death. Christ is
risen!
Wishing everyone a blessed Easter season,
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MAY AND JUNE WORSHIP
May 7
May 14
May 21
May 28
June 4
June 11
June 18
June 25

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Fifth Easter/Mother’s Day
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Seventh Sunday of Easter
Pentecost Sunday
Trinity Sunday
2nd Pentecost/Father’s Day
3rd Sunday after Pentecost

SS
SS
SS
SS
SS
SS
SS
SS

9:00
9:00
9:00
9:00
9:00
9:00
9:00
9:00

church
church
church
church
church
church
church
church

10:15
10:15
10:15
10:15
10:15
10:15
10:15
10:15

MEMBERSHIP COVENANT APPROVED
In this month’s newsletter you will find a new document entitled “Zion’s
Covenant of Grace.” We urge all members to read it carefully and to
prayerfully commit yourself to guide your spiritual life by it as a member of
Zion’s Union Church Maxatawny. The Covenant spells out the minimum
expectations of all active members of Zion’s as well as guidelines on how we
are to treat each other as members of Christ’s body. The document was
developed by our Congregational Vitality Team in conjunction with the Mutual
Ministry Committee and reviewed and approved by our Church Board.

RELAY FOR LIFE BRUNCH
Zion's Relay for Life Team is always so thankful for all the many
ways we are supported. Our Sunday Brunch raised $492.00 and
once again proves that our Zion's Union Church Family is
dedicated to continuing our mission to fight the battle against
cancer. A special thank you to all the team members that made this event
such a success.

SOUP SUPPER THANK YOU
Again in Lent we had great Wednesday pre-worship Soup
Supper gatherings. Thanks to Loretta Flicker and Enos Bleiler
for setting up each week. Thanks to these folks for providing
great soups: Loretta Flicker, Mary Laub, Tim Haas, Enos and Ashley Bleiler,
Sheryl Wiltrout, Cindy O’Neil, Dorothy Moyer, Peggy Morgan, Bill and Karen
Howard, Karen Warmkessel, and Lori Arndt.
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WASN’T IT DELICIOUS?
Easter Sunday morning the early dawn worshipers had the
opportunity to share in the breakfast after church. The food
was delicious and it filled our stomachs and the Lord filled our
souls. A special thank you to all the people who donated food.
A great big hand to those who prepared and cleaned up. We
share our faith in many ways and the Easter experience is just
one of them.

INGATHERING
On the first Sunday of each month the Mission Outreach
Committee will continue to collect items to fill backpacks
with food staples for needy children and their families in
the Kutztown, Brandywine, and Fleetwood School
Districts. Please participate by dropping off non-perishable
items from the list below in the container provided in the
Gathering Area.
single serve size macaroni and cheese peanut butter
single serve size applesauce
canned tuna
fruit cups
granola bars

canned pasta
canned soup
fruit snacks

GERANIUMS FOR PENTECOST
We will be decorating the church with geraniums on Pentecost
Sunday, June 4th. The price is $4.00 per plant. A tear off sheet is
below for your convenience. Place the sheet in the offering plate,
give to Karen Warmkessel, or mail it to the church office with
payment. Any checks should be made out to Zion’s Union Church
Maxatawny. Please give payment DIRECTLY to Karen Warmkessel.
Deadline for orders and payment is May 21st.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------

GERANIUM SIGN UP
NAME …………………………………………………………………………..
NUMBER OF GERANIUMS ………………………………………………….
IN HONOR OF or IN MEMORY OF (circle one) …………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………......
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BLOOD DRIVE
The Blood Mobile will be at Zion’s on Tuesday, May 2nd from
3:30 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board
on the second floor by the stairs for people interested in donating
blood. Remember sixteen year olds can now donate blood. You
can also sign up online at giveapint.org (Group ID: 3303).

CHOIRS REHEARSALS
The last Children’s Choir rehearsal before summer break is May 14th. The Jr.
Choir is done rehearsing. Sr. Choir’s last rehearsal will be May 18th.

RELAY FOR LIFE 2017, JUNE 2ND AND 3RD
AT KUTZTOWN UNIVERSITY
Relay for Life, sponsored by the American Cancer Society, is
about celebrating survivorship, remembering those we’ve lost,
and bringing awareness to our community. Held over a twentyfour hour period, the Relay for Life involves teams of 10-15
people, asked to raise $100 each for the American Cancer Society, who take
turns walking, running, strolling around the track. Relay for Life will begin on
Friday, June 3rd, at 3:00 P.M. Anyone interested in being a part of the team
please see Sue Haas or Enos Bleiler for a registration packet. Zion’s Union
Church Maxatawny has been a part of Kutztown’s Relay for Life since 1996.

RITE OF CONFIRMATION & HOLY COMMUNION
The Rite of Confirmation will take place on June 4th during the
worship service. The sacrament of Holy Communion will also take
place. Please join us to welcome and support the Confirmation
Class of 2017.

SUMMER MUSIC
Theresa is looking for soloists, groups, and instruments to help
during the summer while the choir takes a break. Contact her if
you can help out.
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WHO ARE OUR GRADUATES?
Graduate Sunday will be held June 11th and we are compiling
a list of our graduates for the year 2017, including December
2016 graduates. Please write down the name of your
graduate, the school from which he or she is graduating or did
graduate, their degree (if applicable), and their plans for the future (including
name of college, trade school, any continuing education they may be planning,
etc.). Place the information in the secretary’s mail slot in the Gathering Area or
call the church office with the above information NO LATER THAN JUNE
4TH. We do not want to miss anyone, so please help us out.

STRAWBERRY & ICE CREAM FESTIVAL
The annual Strawberry and Ice Cream Festival will be held
June 9th from 6:00 to 9:00 P.M. If you would like to help with
the festival see Traci Gehringer or contact her at 610-944-1818.

HIGHER EDUCATION FUND
As part of the Siegfried Bequest, a higher education fund has
been established to offer interest-free loans of up to $1000.00
(based on the number of applicants and availability of funds) for
a maximum of 4 years per student to those members of Zion’s
enrolled in a higher education program. A student loan application has been
developed by the loan committee (Nancy Fulton and Grace Haas) and can be
obtained from one of them or in the church office. Deadline is June 15th.

SCRABBLE
Scrabble will meet the third Monday of the month at 1:30 P.M. at the Lutheran
Home in the social area near Sylvia’s room. See Nancy Fulton if interested.

PRAYER SHAWL
Comforting wraps are still available to all who are in need. Please
alert the church office or talk to Loretta Flicker or Karen Howard if
you or someone you know would benefit from this ministry.
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SENIOR FELLOWSHIP GROUP
The Senior Fellowship Group will meet June 26th at 12 noon.
Persons attending should bring a bag lunch. Dessert and
beverages will be provided. Games will provide entertainment
for the afternoon. Guests are welcome.

WOMEN IN ZION
A group of Christian women in service, mission, and study for the benefit of all.
Meetings are open to all women of the congregation.
May 8

Meeting & favors for Meals on
Wheels at 1:30 P.M.
Picnic, games, bingo at 12 noon.

June 12

For more information contact Linda Ballew-Johnson
(484-553-1981) or Loretta Flicker (610-683-3627).
WIZ collects Campbell soup labels (they no longer accept only the front panel,
but must have the UPC bars) to support Kutztown Elementary School. A box
for your labels is located in the back of the church.

YOUTH GROUP NEWS
Youth in grades 5 through high school are welcome to join.
Activity Schedule:
May 7
May 14
May 21
June 4
June 18
Offering Schedule:
May 7
May 14
May 21
May 28
June 4
June 11
June 18
June 25

Pioneer Coal Mine
Mother’s Day handout
Bike Hike
Family picnic
Father’s Day handout

Andrew Schell and Julia Perella
Hannah Walker and Ashley Bleiler
Jonah Shorette and Owen Shorette
Jake Walker and Amanda Noll
Dana Gehringer and Tyler Gilfert
Steven Gehringer and Lexi Webb
Mitchell Grim and Anthony Blanchard
Madison Held and Jewel Kariasz
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ZUMBA CLASSES
Zumba classes are Sunday evenings at 6:00 P.M. Wear clothes you can move
in, sneakers, bring a towel, water, and lots of energy! The goal is to have fun
and be more active.

DID YOU KNOW?
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Jarrod Heffner was pictured in The Morning Call inspecting the apple buds
at Grim’s Orchard and Family Farm.
Kelly Leiby and Isaiah Nygard won 3rd place for their hovercraft in the
Regional Science Olympiad. Kelly Leiby and Marina Schnell won 4th place
for their disease detectives in the Regional Science Olympiad. Kelly Leiby
and Sarah Love won 5th place for their microbe mission in the Regional
Science Olympiad.
Jarret Mohn and Jacob Turko won 5th place for their hovercraft in the
Regional Science Olympiad.
Ashley Bleiler was honored for academic excellence by the Reading
Branch of the American Association of University Women (AAUW).
Kelly Leiby and Katherine DeAngelo created a new banner for the
Kutztown School District Jazz Festival.
Steven Gehringer was part of the cast at Fleetwood Area High School’s
production of “Once Upon a Mattress”.
Zachary Haas, Kaylen Leiby, Logan Boyer, and Connor O’Neil performed
with the Berks County Band at the Berks Junior County Music Festival.
Steven Gehringer and Zachary Haas performed in the Chorus at the Berks
Junior County Music festival.
Zachary Haas performed in the MEBC Jr. County Orchestra Festival.
Andrew Haas performed in the Berks County 6th Grade Band Festival held
at Oley Valley Middle School.
Kaylen Leiby and her team won 2nd place in Senior Group Exhibit at the
History Day Finals for their exhibit “Why Should We be Cowards?”:
Lucretia Mott and Her Religious Work to Gain Rights for Women and
Slaves.
Steve O’Neil handed out ribbons to the winners at the Kutztown Fools Run.
Jewel Karaisz earned her Kung Fu second level black sash through the
Lehigh Valley Martial Arts Academy.
Jewel Karaisz was part of the technical crew and did the lighting for the
Kutztown Community Theatre production “George Washington Slept
Here”.
Ivan Fegely is a high jumper for the Kutztown High School track team.
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GETTING TO KNOW OUR COMMITTEES
We will be highlighting a different committee each newsletter.

The Senior Ministry Committee’s mission provides information, support
groups, and programs to assist senior members in maintaining the highest
quality of life as God’s people and members of Zion’s community. This
committee has no funds. The Church Board provides stamps for the Card
Ministry. Cards are donated for the use of the committee. There are no terms.
The committee reports directly to the Church Board. Committee Duties
include: Card Ministry to celebrate birthdays and anniversaries of members
over 70 years of age as well as get well messages; sponsors the Senior
Fellowship Group which meets the 4th Monday monthly; celebrations of 90th
birthdays; members of the congregation are visited, assisted with meals (as
needed), provided transportation, and supported; “Mystery Members” section in
the newsletters; packets of resources for seniors are available in the church
office; and Zumba classes are organized by the committee.

HONOR ROLL
These names were taken from the lists published in the Patriot. If you would like a
name included please email the church office or put a note in the secretary’s mailbox in
the Gathering Area of the church.

Ashley Bleiler
Dane Fegely
Derek Hanna
Nicholas Perella
Hannah Walker
Lauren DeLong

Ivan Fegely
Emma Heffner
Devon Hanna
Sydney Sheetz
Zachary Schell
Katelyn DeLong

Madison Sheetz
Logan Boyer
Kaylen Leiby
Jarrett Mohn
Jacob Walker

FROM THE MAILBOX
Dear Friends,
Thank you very much for your thoughts, cards, and
prayers. I appreciate the encouragement and get well wishes.
With sincere thanks,
Elaine Silliman
I want to thank everyone for the cards, phone calls, visits, meals, the women of
the church for offering meals, prayers, and concerns while recovering from my
surgery. What a wonderful family!
Marilyn Bird
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UNWANTED FURNITURE
If you want to donate furniture to Opportunity House, please call Cindy at 610374-4696, ext. 221 to schedule a pick up date.

MYSTERY MEMBER
This month we are honored to have two mystery members, a couple
who have been married – to each other – for a very long time. Some of the
comments will be direct quotes from the mystery people themselves.
The couple is considered part of the over 70 group, but just barely. He
was born in Longswamp Township in 1947 while she was born in St. Joseph’s
Hospital in Reading and will celebrate 70 in May. He grew up in Maxatawny
while she spent her early years in the metropolis of Topton. They both
graduated from Kutztown High School and he remembers working both before
and after school.
They both have some interesting dating anecdotes. She remembers
parking in the back of the bank parking lot and he remembers learning how two
people could drive one car. No, they were not breaking the law—this preceded
seat belts.
They were married at Zion Church and celebrated with a reception in the
church social room. They drove around at 2 A.M. after the reception looking
for food. (Remember when love made you forget to eat?) They spent a threeday honeymoon in the Poconos, the last day of which coincided with the major
power outage in New York but they claim not to have been responsible.
They have 2 daughters, 2 sons in law, 3 grandchildren, and two “adopted”
grandchildren here at church.
Their work history includes cleaning homes, preparing taxes, and working
in an elementary school for her and working at a few automotive repair garages,
then working until retirement at Deka for him.
In his spare time he enjoys woodworking and watching sports, especially
auto racing. She is an avid reader and likes watching movies. They spend
“way too much” time at the church and have served on numerous committees.
Now for the little known facts: He drove hill climb cars all over
Pennsylvania in the 1970’s. Although he did not mention this—he has been
known to don an animal costume for a good cause. She took tap dancing
lessons at the age of 3. She took only three lessons because “she was so much
better than everyone else so they asked me to leave.” We will watch for her on
Dancing With the Stars!
I am sure most of you have a clue about the identity of this couple.
Take a moment to talk to them and thank them for all they do for the
church.
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BUILDING FINANCE COMMITTEE
APRIL 2017 UPDATE

Spring greetings to all! We have had a very steady level of
contributions to the Building Fund. We have been able to pay down more
of the mortgage balance, which now is down to $79,000. As our balance
keeps reducing, so does the amount of interest we pay. We will be making
our next interest payment in June. It is great to see so much of our
donations going right to lowering the mortgage principle balance.
As the basement level classroom work continues, we still need
matching funds to finish this work. We need funds to purchase the
carpeting and flooring materials.

Thank you everyone for your continued great support!
The Building Finance Committee:
Karen Howard, Ray Wiltrout, Sharon
Leiby, Evan Slotter, and Richard Haas

QUIET DAYS
Quiet Days takes place May 2nd and June 6th from 9:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. at
New Goshenhoppen UCC, 1070 Church Road, East Greenville. There is no
registration, but a minimum donation of $5.00 is requested. Bring a Bible,
journal, pen, and a bag lunch. For information contact Rev. Wanda Craner at
610-489-2056, ext. 303 or email her at craner@psec.org.
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KUTZTOWN KITCHEN
The third Sunday of the month from 4:00 to 6:00 P.M. a Community Meal is
held at Trinity Lutheran Church, 357 W. Main St., Kutztown. There is no cost.
All are invited. Parking is in the rear of the church on Sacony Alley.

KUTZTOWN COMMUNITY CHOIR CONCERT
The Kutztown Community Choir annual spring choral concert will be held at
Trinity Lutheran Church, 357 W Main Street, Kutztown, PA on Sunday, May
21st at 7:00 P.M. The theme of this year’s program is Sailing Though Spring.
A wide selection of memorable music, including arrangements of “Cry Me a
River” and John Lennon’s “Imagine”, a Broadway medley, and several wellloved American folk songs, will be featured. Michael Barron will be
conducting the choir. And we are happy to welcome Christopher Sperat as the
choir’s accompanist this year. There is no admission charge. A free-will
offering will be received for the benefit of the choir’s music fund.

BIKE FOR WORLD HUNGER
NEPS Bike For World Hunger will be held May 13th from 9:00 A.M. to 1:00
P.M. at the Bob Rodale Fitness and Cycling Park in Trexlertown (directly
across from the velodrome). This annual event, sponsored by the Northeastern
Pennsylvania Synod, raises money for the ELCA World Hunger Appeal.
Registration begins at 8:30 A.M. at the picnic pavilion. Every participant
MUST have an individual registration and signed release to participate.
Participants under 18 must have a parent or guardian signature. For
information and updates, visit the NEPS Bike for World Hunger Facebook
page. Forms are available in the church office.

SPIRIT ON TAP
Spirit on Tap will be held May 23rd at 7:00 P.M. at the Reading Crowne Plaza
Hotel in the Goodnites Lounge, 1741 Papermill Road, Reading. This event is
free and open to all. Vicky Heffner and Evans Goodling from the Berks
History Center will present “Early Congregations of Berks County”. For more
information, contact Dr. Harry L. Serio at 610-944-7032, HLSerio@aol.com,
Dr. Robert Stewart at 610-775-2836, rastheo1951@msn.com, or Dr. Stephen
Ohnsman at ohnsman@comcast.net.
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CARD SHOWERS
We are listing those couples married 50 years or more and those people 70
years or older. If we are missing anyone, please call the church office.
May 1
Arlan Berger
May 3
Clark & Nancy Held (53 wed)
May 11
Eleanor Nester
May 13
Clark Held
May 13
Terry Bennecoff
May 16
Loretta Flicker
May 20
Richard & Shirley Derr (56 wed)
May 24
Lennia Mertz
May 24
Harlow Bailey
May 28
Jean Bailey
May 29
Ron Fulton
May 30
Charles & Lennia Mertz (64 wed)
May 31
Irvin Miller
June 6
Elaine Berger
June 7
Mary Kutz
June 8
Ron & Nancy Fulton (54 wed)
June 8
Shirley Derr
June 12
Betty Faust
June 15
Jean Kemp
June 15
Eva Christman
June 15
Guerin & Eleanor Nester (54 wed)
June 19
Carol Bennecoff
June 23
Rev. Willis & Sylvia Heckler (55 wed)
June 24
Richard Derr
June 24
George & Sandra Leiby (50 wed)
June 25
John & Betty Mertz (62 wed)

OUR SYMPATHIES TO….
… the family of Jeff Bucks.
… the family of Elmer Hensinger.
… the family of Dennis Schaeffer.

… the family of Irene Christman.
… the family of Vernon Kamp.
… the family of Eric DeWolfe.
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MISSION STATEMENT
Energized by the Spirit! Humbled by Christ’s Grace! Working for God’s
glory!

UPCOMING HOLY COMMUNIONS
You are invited by Jesus Christ to this awesome feast of the
Children of God.
May 7
Pew Holy Communion
June 4
Altar Holy Communion

JUNE NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The next issue of the newsletter will come out the beginning of June. If you
have any information to be included in the May newsletter, please have it in the
church office by May 15th.
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