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REMINDERS 
 

 The cost for a vase of flowers is $18.00 and the cost to be a bulletin sponsor 

is $8.00.  Payment may be given to Jane Warmkessel or put the money in 

one of the flower/bulletin envelopes.  The sign-up book and envelopes are 

currently in the church office.  Contact the church office to access them.  

 Any checks written out for the offering, altar flowers, or bulletins should be 

made payable to Zion’s Union Church Maxatawny.   

 Any checks for the cemetery should be made out to Maxatawny Zion 

Cemetery Company, Inc. not to the church.                

 We have DVDs of regular worship services available for use at home.  

Contact the church office if you would like to borrow one.   

 Let the church office know if you have been admitted to the hospital.  The 

hospitals DO NOT notify the church if members have been hospitalized. 

 Zion’s Union Church Maxatawny’s website is www.zionsunion.org.  Check 

out our website. 

 Zion’s has a prayer chain.  If you would like to add a name to the Prayer 

Chain call Marion Angstadt at 610-683-3918.  

 Sports cleats are not allowed in the church.  

 Refreshments should be kept on the first floor of the church.  

 

http://www.zionsunion.org/
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THE PASTOR’S PAGE 
 

“Why doesn’t God do something?”  That is a 

question theologians have wrestled with for centuries.  It is 

a question the Hebrew prophets and Psalm writers 

constantly wrestle with in the Bible.  Unspeakable tragedies 

have been happening for millennia.  Diseases and pandemics have ravaged our 

world many times.  And criminals and terrorists continue to wreak havoc on 

society right up to the present day.  And deeply troubled souls ask the age-old 

question: Why doesn’t God step in and put an end to it all?  Well, in a parable 

Jesus told, known as the “Parable of the Weeds and the Wheat” (Matthew 

13:24-43), Jesus provides an answer to this question.  But it is an answer many 

of us might not like.  

This parable tells how someone who is called “the enemy” snuck into a 

farmer’s field and sowed weeds among the wheat.  Later, when Jesus explains 

this parable to his disciples, Jesus says that the enemy is the devil himself, and 

the weeds that sprout from his planting are, “the children of the evil one.”  And 

the disciples ask: Why does God tolerate all these weeds in his otherwise 

beautiful garden?  And we still ask today: Why doesn’t God pluck up and 

eliminate all the evil people in the world?  

That is the question Jesus answers in his parable.  The servants ask 

their master if they should pull out all of the weeds choking out the good wheat.  

To which their master replies, “No, for in gathering the weeds you would 

uproot the wheat along with them.  Let both of them grow together until the 

harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and 

bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”  

“Let both of them grow together until the harvest.”  That’s not exactly 

what any of us want to hear!  But for Jesus the problem is this: “In gathering 

the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them.”  Anyone who has 

worked in a garden knows how it is sometimes difficult to distinguish a good 

plant from a weed.  I can’t tell you how many times I’ve pulled out what I 

though was a weed only to get yelled at by Kathy because it was not a weed but 

something she planted!  It’s often hard to distinguish a weed from a good plant 

by sight.  And the same is often true of people.                       

 I’m sure many of you saw the movie Witness, which starred Harrison 

Ford as a Philadelphia detective battling corruption in the police force.  There 

were some bad weeds among the good cops.  Harrison Ford plays Detective 

John Book, who has to protect a young Amish boy named Samuel who on his 

very first trip to the big city witnesses a murder perpetrated by corrupt cops 

who now want to track him down and kill him so he cannot witness against 

them.  There is a very moving scene in the movie is which Samuel is back on 
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the farm telling his grandfather, whom he calls Opa, about the bad men he has 

seen out among the “English.”  And his Opa wisely asks him, “How can you 

know they are bad?  Can you see into their hearts like the good Lord can, and 

see the badness within them?” 

 Indeed, who but our omniscient God can see into the human heart and 

know who is truly evil and who is truly good?  When we fallible humans start 

trying to judge who is good and who is bad evil often unintentionally results.  

We have all heard of far too many people rotting in prison for years and later 

found innocent by DNA evidence.  We have all heard of far too many innocent 

people being slandered by lying witnesses pretending to be good.  And we have 

all been guilty at times of falsely judging people by their appearance or their 

demeanor.  There is a reason that one of Jesus’ strongest commands was, 

“Judge not lest you be judged.”  It’s one of the easiest commands to break.  The 

great Russian freedom fighter, Alexander Solzhenitsyn, in his famous book The 

Gulag Archipelago wrote, “The line separating good from evil passes through 

every human heart . . . and even in the best of hearts there remains an un-

uprooted small corner of evil.”  That’s some real food for thought. 

 We should all be very grateful that God does not immediately pluck up 

the weeds.  A popular Christian scholar, N.T. Wright, commented on this 

parable: “Would people really like it if God were to rule the world directly and 

immediately, so that our every thought and action were instantly judged, and if 

necessary punished on the scales of absolute holiness?  If we ask God to act on 

special occasions, do we really suppose that he could do that simply when we 

want him to, and then back off again for the rest of time?”  Those are some 

sobering questions to ponder! 

 Today’s parable is all about patient waiting, as difficult as that often is.  

We humans are an impatient lot.  Like the servants in the parable, we want to 

act immediately, we want to pluck up the weeds right now.  But thankfully God 

does not work according to our short-sighted schedule and does not succumb to 

our often-misguided demands.  We can all be grateful we have such a patient 

God or we would all be in a lot of trouble.  God wants everyone to have every 

opportunity in their lifetime to repent.  

 The faithful sometimes look out at the world and we wring our hands 

and think that evil is triumphing over good.  But that is not the way it actually 

is.  Patience is borne of a willingness to let God be God and allow God to work 

in God’s own good time.  God is patient with sinners and willing to wait for 

people to repent.  We all know people who have repented. We know of people 

who have had dramatic changes in their life for the good.  Thank God that he 

didn’t judge me while I was an atheist in my younger years!  

The time until the harvest is a time God allows for people to come to 

know his forgiveness and grace.  We are not aware of all those who respond or 
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will respond one day.  We must not mistake the postponement of the weeding 

out of the bad as indifference on God’s part.  God has appointed a time of final 

judgment.  As we heard the master say in the parable, “At harvest time I will 

tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, 

but gather the wheat into my barn.”  God knows that not everyone will respond 

to his offer of forgiveness.  In the end, weeds will be treated as weeds and 

excluded from the Kingdom of God. 

The Parable of the Weeds and the Wheat illustrates the loving heart of a 

God who desires above all else that all souls might be saved, and who gives 

everyone every opportunity no matter how long it takes.  There is no better 

expression of God’s unending patience than what God endured when he sent 

his Son into this sinful world to save us all.  Jesus became the victim of the 

impatience of religious people who thought they could usher in the kingdom by 

weeding out evil on their own.  And they crucified the One sent to save them as 

he cried out, “Father forgive them for they know not what they do.”  

      Pastor Jeff 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

We ask God’s blessings upon those who are ill, recovering from surgery, 

homebound, or have asked for our prayers: 

Dave Merkel, Marian Stettler, Lisa Walker, Loretta Flicker, Marlene Costello, 

Elaine Berger, Barry Miller, Kay Weidner, Bill Howard, Nikki Phillips, Arlene 

Oswald, Joe Karaisz, Janet Fegely, Anna Bortz, Lucille Zettlemoyer, Gloria 

Haas, Richard Warmkessel, Beatrice Bennecoff, Steve O’Neil, Ralph & Helen 

Noll, Mary Kutz, Lowell Thomas, Marilyn & Bill Bird, Richard Derr, Karen 

Weaver, Sylvia Heckler, Gladys Leibold, Althea Moyer, Donna Slotter, Ed & 

Donna VanDeCar, Mary Jane Williams, Leora Haas, Taylor Moyer, Betty 

Wiltrout, Joyce Kemp, Penny Keller, Ian Miller, Tom Seifert, Victoria Slotter, 

Donna Rabert, Elia, Deb, Lisa Szarko, Arthur Sell, Herbert Noll, Niki Nolte, 

Christopher Mercardo, Jo Corrado, Jamie Jordan, Rayann Roth, Michele 

Rodriquez, Sue Zimmerman, Renee Wolfe, Kim Markham, Valerie, Drew & 

Mary Jane Stump, Caitlin Dickey, Frank Knight, Christy Ryan, Lorraine Miller, 

Judy Redman, Betty Houck, Mary Fox, Larry Hockman, Mary, Betsy, Gary 

Deder, Gary Sell, Russell Peden, family of Richard Maurer, family of Gloria 

Conrad, family of Ruth Siegfried, family of Clair Seidel, family of Charles 

Horwith, family of Ernest Kemp, family of Leon Neimeyer, family of Richard 

Kempf, family of Jean Bailey, family of Dale Bennecoff, family of Deborah 

Berger. 
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CHURCH RE-OPENING UPDATE 
 

At this time, the re-opening of the church for in-person worship is still 

being determined.  A letter will be sent to all members when a decision has 

been made.  It has been decided that Sunday School (including 

confirmation classes) will not resume until 2021.  A letter from our Sunday 

School president with more information is included in this newsletter. 

 

 

PLEASE UNDERSTAND THAT SOME AND MAYBE ALL THE 

EVENTS IN THIS NEWSLETTER MAY NOT HAPPEN DUE TO 

THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC.  
 

 

Because no committees, organizations, or groups are 

planning to meet in the building, no monthly calendar is 

included in the newsletter.  
 

 

SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER WORSHIP 
  
 September 6      14th Sunday after Pentecost   church  10:15      

 September 13     15th Sunday after Pentecost   church  10:15 

 September 20     16th Sunday after Pentecost   church  10:15 

 September 27     17th Sunday after Pentecost   church  10:15 

 October 4   18th Sunday after Pentecost   church  10:15 

 October 11    19th Sunday after Pentecost   church  10:15 

 October 18    20th Sunday after Pentecost   church  10:15 

 October 25    21st Sunday after Pentecost   church  10:15 

 

 

RELAY FOR LIFE UPDATE  
  

In the interest of the health and safety of Relay for Life Kutztown 

team members and our Survivors, the event scheduled for 

September 19th will not take place at Bowers Park.  The evening of 

September 19th, a “Drive Through” Luminaria/Survivor Ceremony will be held 

at Kutztown Park from 7:00 to 8:30 P.M. (starting at bottom of park at the 

tennis court up to the top of park at the small pavilion) Team members should 

contact Sue Haas to let her know how many cars our team will have.     
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SR. CHOIR 
 

The Sr. Choir will not practice until further notice.   

 

 

INGATHERING 
  

On the first Sunday of each month the Mission Outreach 

Committee will continue to collect items to fill bags with food 

staples for needy children and their families in the Kutztown, 

Brandywine, and Fleetwood School Districts.  Thanks so 

much for your continued support of this important community 

outreach project.  DO NOT DELIVER items to the church.  Deliver 

donations to Cindy O’Neil’s home at 250 Church Road, Kutztown. 

  single serve size macaroni and cheese peanut butter  fruit cups  

   single serve size applesauce  canned tuna  canned soup 

   single serve cereal   granola bars fruit snacks 

 oatmeal packets 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE MISSION OUTREACH 

COMMITTEE 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the July in-gathering for Friend, Inc.  

41 bags of canned and other assorted food items were collected.  Thank you 

also to Richard Haas who delivered the items to Friend, Inc.   

  

 

CHURCH BOARD 
 

The meeting was held via Zoom technology on June 30, 2020. 

• Church will resume on-site services on July 19th, if our area remains in the 

green phase.  A re-opening letter will be sent out.  (Worship services did 

not happen because indoor gatherings were changed to 25 the Wednesday 

before the services were to resume.)   

• A vacancy on the Church Board has occurred and we will be seeking a 

person to fill the rest of the three-year term. 

• Approved the Blood Mobile at the church on August 11th.  They will be 

using the old entrance and old bathroom. 

• Approved raising the matching fund amount from $5000 to $7500. 



7 
 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 
  

Offering Schedule:       

 September 6   Jonah Shorette and Owen Shorette 

 September 13   Julia Perella and Paige Carvalho 

 September 20   Steven Gehringer and Ben Heffner 

 September 27   Mitchell Grim and Jewel Karaisz 

 

 

WOMEN IN ZION 
A group of Christian women in service, mission, and study for the benefit of all.  

Meetings are open to all women of the congregation. 

 

  September   Events have been cancelled. 

 October 12  Meeting, Pollyanna, potluck, games  

     at 12 noon. 

 

For more information contact Linda Ballew-Johnson (484-553-1981)  

or Loretta Flicker (610-683-3627). 

 

 

ANNOUNCING THE LONG-AWAITED COOKBOOK 

 

 The WIZ (Women In Zion) have wonderful news to share.  The cookbooks 

have arrived and some fine tuning had to be done before we offered them FOR 

SALE.  We wish to extend our heartfelt THANKS to everyone who helped with 

this project.  It truly became a labor of love.   

 The price per book is $12.00 and is a great bargain for all the wonderful 

meals you will be able to prepare and enjoy.  Cookbooks can be purchased 

from Nancy Fulton at her home or in the parking lot at the church.  Call her at 

610-682-6357.                                               

 Thanks again to everyone for your help.   

 

 

SENIOR FELLOWSHIP GROUP 
  

The Senior Fellowship Group will hopefully meet October 

26th at 12 noon.  Persons attending should bring a bag lunch.  

Dessert and beverages will be provided.  Games will provide 

entertainment for the afternoon.  Guests are welcome. 
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SCRABBLE 

  

Scrabble has been cancelled until further notice.  

 

 

 CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 
  

 The Cancer Support Group will not meet in September.  

 

 

DART BALL 
  

No definite plans for Dart Ball have been made.  The churches 

with Dart Ball teams are waiting to see if and when their churches 

will open up and what restrictions will occur.   

 

 

PRAYER SHAWL 

  

Comforting wraps are still available to all who are in need.  Please alert 

the church office or talk to Loretta Flicker or Karen Howard if you or 

someone you know would benefit from this ministry. 

 

 

SENIOR MINISTRY COMMITTEE 
 

The Senior Ministry Committee will meet October 14th rather than September 

9th.   

 

 

MEMBER UPDATES 
 

Losses:   Jean Bailey 

   Dale Bennecoff 

   Deborah Berger 

   Leon Neimeyer 

   Clair Seidel 

   Ruth Siegfried 

FROM THE MAILBOX 
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Thank you to everyone for the cards, texts, and Facebook posts 

for our 50th anniversary.  We appreciate your kindness and 

thoughtfulness.   

      God Bless, 

      David and Diane Herber 

 

Zion’s Union Church,  

 Thank you for the graduation card and gift!  I am so thankful for 

everything the church has done for me, and I am excited to keep you all 

updated on my journey at Franklin and Marshall College! 

      Thank you, 

      Sydney Sheetz 

 

Church Family, 

 I sincerely appreciate the Amazon gift card given to me.   I will use it to 

further my education in commuter science.  Thank you for your generosity.   

      Sincerely,  

      Caleb Krause 

  

Thank you to Zion’s Union Church Maxatawny for the graduation gift and 

certificate.   I appreciate you all thinking of me at this time.  

      Thanks, 

      Julia Mohn 

 

We want to thank everyone for their prayers, cards, and love during my latest 

health crisis.   The love and support of our church family means more than I 

can ever express.  God bless you.  

      Loretta & Carl Flicker 
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Many thanks for all the sympathy cards and kind notes received in the passing 

of my father.  I feel very blessed to be part of such a wonderful church family. 

      Carol Leiby  

  
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

• Zachary Haas received 3rd place in Insurance and Risk Management at the 

virtual PA FBLA State Leadership Conference. 

 

CHURCH SIGN 
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The Church Board has given the approval to upgrade the church sign along the 

Rt 222 highway.  This upgrade will allow us to post messages electronically 

instead of the manual lettering we now use.  Our sign has been a source of 

wonderful messages in the past to many people passing by and we want to 

continue that service, however working with the old sign and the lettering has 

become quite cumbersome and requires attention.  The upgrade will cost 

approximately $45,000.  The majority of the funding has already been donated 

or pledged but we are looking for help with the remainder of the cost.  If you 

are interested and are able to help by donating to this sign expense, send your 

donation to Peggy Morgan, Church Treasurer, 39 S. Church St., Macungie, PA 

18062.  Checks should be made out to Zion’s Union Church Maxatawny with 

Church Sign on the check’s memo line.  Thank you in advance for considering 

to help fund this project.  

 

 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

VBS 
 

Thank you to the families that participated in our ‘VBS in a bag’ program.  We 

hope you had fun!   Also thank you to Peggy Morgan and Maisy Kellum for 

assisting in putting the bags together.  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATES 
 

The Sunday School officers have met and discussed our options for 

resuming Sunday School.  After much thought and prayer we have decided at 

this point to not plan on a reopening until 2021.  In the meantime students can 

find Sunday School activities on the church website under the Sunday School 

heading.  

There were a lot of factors that went into this decision and we want our 

students, parents, and teachers to feel comfortable and safe upon returning.  

We are hoping to resume classes slowly, possibly meeting twice a month at 

first, then going back to meeting weekly.  When we do finally get to meet 

together as a group we will hold our Promotion Sunday.  

As we all know things can change very quickly, so, we will keep 

everyone updated in future newsletters.  

    Courtney 
 

HONOR ROLL 
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If you would like a name included, please email the church office or put a note in the secretary’s 

mailbox in the Gathering Area of the church.     

 Kaylen Leiby   Nicholas Perella Sydney Sheetz 

 Connor O’Neil  Alexandria Webb Jewel Karaisz 

 Kelly Leiby    Elizabeth Schell Carson Sheetz 

 Maisy Kellum   Julia Perella 

 

 

FROM THE RECORD BOOK 
 

FUNERALS:  Ruth D. Siegfried, 95, of Breinigsville, died June 26, 2020 in 

Breinigsville.  Graveside service was held July 2, 2020 in Zion 

Maxatawny Union Cemetery by Rev. Jeffrey J. Butz.   
 

   Clair C. Seidel, 83, of Topton, died June 29, 2020 in Topton.  

Graveside service was held July 6, 2020 in Zion Maxatawny 

Union Cemetery by Rev. Jeffrey J. Butz. 
 

   Leon Q. Neimeyer, 88, of Allentown, died July 12, 2020 in 

Allentown.  Graveside service was held July 17, 2020 in Zion 

Maxatawny Union Cemetery by Rev. Jeffrey J. Butz. 
 

   Jean M. Bailey, 93, of Kutztown, died July 25, 2020 in 

Kutztown.  Graveside service was held July 29, 2020 in Zion 

Maxatawny Union cemetery by Rev. Jeffrey J. Butz.   
 

   Dale R. Bennecoff, 66, of Shoemakersville, died August 1, 2020 

in Reading.  Graveside service was held August 7, 2020 in Zion 

Maxatawny Union Cemetery by Rev. Jeffrey J. Butz. 
 

   Deborah L. Berger, 65, of Kutztown, died August 3, 2020.  

Memorial service was held August 26th at Kutztown Park Band 

Shell.  Burial was private.   

 

 

CLEARANCES NEEDED 
 

Please make copies of your completed Criminal and Child Abuse clearances 

and send them to the church along with the other paper that needs to be signed.  

The clearances must be on file in the church office when Sunday School and 

church events resume.  Put “Attention Karen" on the outside of the envelope.   
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CARD SHOWERS 
 

We are listing those couples married 50 years or more and those 

people 70 years or older.  If we are missing anyone, please call or 

email the church office.  

  September 6   Kenneth Angstadt 

  September 7   James Laub 

  September 8   Linda Ballew-Johnson  

  September 18   George Leiby 

  September 20   Jean & Richard Harter (51 wed) 

  September 20   Bettina (Tina) Ehrig 

  September 22   Dave Merkel 

  September 24   Evelyn Dietz 

  September 27   Barry Miller 

  September 27   David Ehrig 

  October 1   Mary Jane Williams 

  October 11  William Brensinger, Jr. 

  October 13   Paul Heffner 

  October 14   Richard & Jane Warmkessel (53) 

  October 16   Jeanette Fegely 

  October 21   Ernest & Carolyn Wiltrout (64 wed) 

  October 22   Grace Haas 

  October 23   William & Karen Howard (55 wed) 

  October 25   Edward VanDeCar  

  October 26   Larry Stamm 

  October 30   Richard & Grace Haas (55wed) 

  October 30  Jean Harter 

  October 31   Eleanor Merkel   

  

 

 OUR SYMPATHIES TO 
  

 … the family of Richard Maurer. … the family of Ruth Siegfried. 

 … the family of Clair Seidel. … the family of Gloria Conrad. 

 … the family of Charles Horwith. … the family of Ernest Kemp. 

 … the family of Leon Neimeyer. … the family of Richard Kempf. 

 … the family of Jean Bailey. … the family of Dale Bennecoff. 

 … the family of Deborah Berger. 

       

 

“Don’t find fault.  Find a remedy.”                           ―Henry Ford 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Energized by the Spirit!  Humbled by Christ’s Grace!  Working for God’s 

glory! 

 

 

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

The next issue of the newsletter will come out the beginning of October.  If you 

have any information to be included in the October newsletter, please have it in 

the church office by September 15th.   

 

 

“When we long for life without difficulties, remind us that 

oaks grow strong in contrary winds and diamonds are 

made under pressure.” 
      —Peter Marshall 
 


